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There are a few things where weddings 
are concerned that cannot be predicted or 
controlled. What Mother Nature will do 
on the day is one of  them. However, there 
are many items that are well within the 
control of  the bride and groom; proper 
planning can help ensure the wedding of  
their dreams.

One of  the best ways to ease wedding-
day nerves is for the couple to get orga-
nized and begin planning their event the 
moment the engagement period begins. 
The earlier preparation starts, the better 
the chance vendors will be able to provide 
what’s needed, or changes can be made 
when unforseen events pop up.

q By making a list of  things to do, 
couples can allot time in their schedules 
for each task — and they can feel a sense 
of  accomplishment and relief  each time an 
item is ticked off  the list.

q Decide on the wedding date — Couples 
should select a date for their wedding soon 

after becoming engaged. After all, it is the 
countdown to this day that will help orga-
nize and determine planning schedules.

q Reserve a ceremony location — Tra-
ditional weddings take place in a house 
of  worship. It’s best to meet with a pastor, 
rabbi or other officiant to see if  the cer-
emony site will be available for the wed-
ding. This person will also help guide cou-
ples through any religious requirements 
needed prior to getting married there, as 
well as any rules and regulations for the 
ceremony site.

q Book a reception site — After securing 
the ceremony location, couples will have 
peace of  mind knowing they can now book 
the place where their party will take place. 
This may be a catering hall, hotel, cruise 
ship, or even someone’s backyard. Some-
times the ceremony site is also the recep-
tion site, as is the case in many second 
weddings. Catering directors are typically 
on hand to talk about pricing and options. 
They will work closely with the couple to 

plan and execute the reception.

q Select a photographer — Photogra-
phers tend to book very quickly, particu-
larly if  they are well recommended. It pays 
to research and choose one early in the 
wedding-planning process. Every photog-
rapher has a different style. The couple 
should select one who will accommodate 
their wishes, but also suggest ideas that 
may not have been considered — such as 
artistic black and white prints or photo 
journalism-type images. The photogra-
pher’s personality is very important. He 
or she will be spending the entire day 
with the couple and should be liked and 
personable. Couples should find out if  the 
photographer they speak with at the studio 
will be the one shooting the wedding. Some 
companies have multiple staff  on hand.

q Book a band or DJ — Another vendor 
that tends to have a busy schedule will be 
the wedding entertainer. Early booking 
ensures your date will be available. Cou-
ples should talk about musical selections 

and the ways to engage the various genera-
tions attending the reception in the fun.
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